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cardinal's cap; and the Marechal d'Uxelles was wholly
guided by his colleague, Mons. Mesnager, who kept up
those brangles, that for a time obstructed the peace; some
of which were against all justice, and others of small import-
ance, both of very little advantage to his country, and less
to the reputation of his master or himself. This low talent
in business, which the Cardinal de Polignac used, in con-
tempt, to call a "spirit of negotiating," made it impossible
for the two lords plenipotentiaries, with all their abilities
and experience, to bring Mesnager to reason, in several
points both with us and the States: his concessions were
few and constrained, serving only to render him more
tenacious of what he refused. In several of the towns,
which the States were to keep, he insisted that France
should retain the chatellanies, or extent of country depend-
ing on them, particularly that of Tournay; a demand the
more unjustifiable, because he knew his master had not
only proceeded directly contrary, but had erected a court
in his kingdom, where his own judges extended the terri-
tories about those towns he had taken, as far as he pleased
to direct them. Mons. Mesnager showed equal obstinacy
in what his master expected for the Elector of Bavaria, and
in refusing the tariff of one thousand six hundred and sixty-
four : so that the Queen's plenipotentiaries represented these
difficulties as what might be of dangerous consequence, both
to the peace in general, and to the States in particular, if
they were not speedily prevented.

Upon these considerations Her Majesty thought it her
shortest and safest course to apply directly to France,
where she had then so able a minister as the Duke of
Shrewsbury.1

The Marquis de Torcy, secretary to the Most Christian
King, was the minister with whom the Duke was to treat, as
having been the first who moved his master to apply to the
Queen for a peace, in opposition to a violent faction in that
kingdom, who were as eagerly bent to continue the war, as
any other could be either here or in Holland.

It would be very unlike a historian, to refuse this great
minister the praise he so justly deserveth, of having treated,

1 Shrewsbury had been appointed the Duke of Hamilton's successor.
[T. S.]